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The Committee on the Judiciary, to 
(S. 1255) for the relief of Leopold Kahn, Jt 
same, reports favorably thereon with an amendr 
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PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, Is to grant the status of per- 


manent residence in the United States to Leopold Kahn, Jr. The 
bill provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment 
of the required visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FA 


The beneficiary of the bill is a tS-vear old native of the Ph lippine 
Islands and a citizen of France who last entered the United States 
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on June 21, 1945, as an evacuee from the Philippine Islands. He was 
interned by the Japanese in the Philippines from 1943 until liberated 
by the American forces in 1945 and states that his American wife 
and three children were killed by the Japanese, as were two of his 
brothers. 

A letter dated September 7, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear SENATOR: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1255) for the relief of Leopold Kahn, 
Jr., an alien. 

The bill would provide that Leopold Kahn, Jr., of Los Angeles, Calif., who 
was admitted to the United States at Newport News, Va., on June 22, 1945, for 
a temporary stay, shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted, as of such 
date, for permanent residence. It would also direct the Secretary of State to 
instruct the quota-control officer to deduct one member from the quota for 
France for the first year such quota is available. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Leopold Kahn, Jr., was born in Manila, Philippine Islands, on 
March 13, 1903, and that he claims to be a citizen of France by reason of his 
being registered at the French Consulate in the Philippines by his father who 
was a native and citizen of France. He entered the United States at the port of 
Newport News, Va., on June 21, 1945, when he was admitted as an evacuee from 
the Philippines under section 3 (3) of the Immigration Act of 1924, for a period 
of 60 davs in transit. He was later granted until June 30, 1946, within which to 
depart from this country. On June 26, 1946, his application for a further exten- 
sion of his temporary stay was denied, and on September 12, 1946, deportation 
proceedings were instituted against him on the ground that at the time of entry 


into this country he was an immigrant not in possession of an immigration visa. 
The files further reflect that Mr. Kahn is a certified gemologist and a jewelry 
broker by occupation. He has asister and brother in this country, and a brother 


and his stepmother who reside in the Philippines. 

The quota of the Philippines, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversub- 
scribed for several years, and immigration visas are not readily obtainable. The 
record fails, however, to present considerations sufficient to justify the enact- 
ment of special legislation granting him a preference over the natives of the 
Philippines, who are equally deserving and who remain abroad awaiting an 
opportunity to come to this country for permanent residence. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
De puty Attorney General. 


Senator Richard Nixon, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in support of the bill: 


Unirep Srares SENATE, 
May 29, 1941. 
Senator Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Judiciary Committee, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR McCarran: I am writing to supply the information on 8. 1255 
which you requested in your letter of May 1, 1951. 

Mr. Kahn entered the United States at the port of Newport News, Va., on 
June 21, 1945, when he was admitted as an evacuee froin the Philippines under 
section 3 (3) of the Immigration Act of 1924. He is at present engaged in the 
jewelry business, which has been his profession for the last 29 years. He cannot 
afford to have a store or keep stock, he acts principally as a jewelry broker, serving 
a small group of clients, the majority of whom are his former customers from the 
Philippines. 
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Mr. Kahn is not engaged in any activities, political or otherwise, injurious to 
the American public interest; and he has never been convicted of an offense under 
any Federal or State law. 

I understand at the outbreak of World War II Mr. Kahn was connected with 
the firm of Levy Hermanos, Inc., 46-60 Escolta, Manila, and had been with them 
for 23 years. On June 19, 1943, he was interned by the Japs because he was Free 
French and remained in confinement with the American, British, and other allied 
nationals in Santo Tomas internment camp until liberated by the American forces 
on February 3, 1945. He has informed us that his American wife and three 
children, who were permitted to stay out of camp because of the baby’s age 
(11 months), were all murdered by the Japs on February 12 or 13, 1945. His 
brother, who was looking after the family, was also murdered and another brother 
was killed by a shell fragment. The house in which they had lived was set on 
fire by the Japs and destroyed completedly. 

If there is any further information you need with regard to this bill, please 
let me know. 

Sincerely, 
RIcHARD NIXON. 

The bill has been amended to conform with the policy of the com- 
mittee in granting permanent residence in the United States to an 
alien as of the date of the adjustment rather than as of the date of 
last entry into the United States. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1255), as amended, should be enacted. 
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